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May 19 th Meeting: at the OLD  Tallahassee Antique Car Museum 
The OLD Tallahassee Antique Car Museum is located on Mahan Drive just east of the intersection of Capital Circle and Mahan 
Drive.  The meeting will begin with a catered dinner at 6:45 and continue with a regular meeting at 7:30. 
 

Menu: Beef roast, mashed potatoes, fresh vegetables , biscuits, desert and a drink. 
 
We need as good a body count as possible, so please RSVP to me (John Sullenberger) by Monday, May 18th: I can be reached 
by telephone at (850) 562-5137 (h) or (850) 544-1870 (c) or via e-mail at sullyjws@aol.com. 

 
HobbyTown USA Opens at New Location  by Larry Benson 
Radio controlled helicopters buzzed like hummingbirds inside the store.  Meanwhile, outside on the sidewalk, steam 
locomotives, some about the size of cigar boxes, whistled as they chugged around an elevated track emitting smoke which 
mingled with that of hotdogs roasting on a grill. 
 
Those were some of the sights, sounds and smells on Saturday, April 18th when HobbyTown hosted a Grand Opening at its new 
location at 1812 Thomasville Road in the Capital Plaza shopping center.  Customers browsed and purchased items from a wide 
variety of hobby offerings.  Bright white and red HobbyTown T-Shirts were souvenirs given to shoppers who also were 
encouraged to register for an attractive array of door prizes.  
 

 

 
Minutes of the April 2009 BBMRA Membership Meeting  
The April 21, 2009 Membership Meeting was called to order by President John Sullenberger at 7:30 p.m. in the Banquet Room 
of the old Antique Car Museum.  Thirty-nine (39) members were present. 
 
New Members/Guest:  
We welcomed the following guest and possible new member. Jim Feltgen grew up with his grandfathers HO train that was 
always just look – don’t touch.  Now he’s a grandfather and has his own backroom and wants to get started with his own layout.  
Mike Partain joined the HO Division in March, our apologies for not making mention of that in the April Lantern. 



 
Minutes:  Minutes of the March 2009 meeting were accepted as published in The Lantern. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  John said he did not have an update but we are in the black. 
 
Division Reports:  
Small Scale:  Garth Easton announced there would be a meeting after the meeting. 
 
HO Scale:  Barrett Johnson announced there was a sign up sheet being passed around for the TACM. 
 
Large Scale:  No report. 
 
Veteran’s Memorial – Bristol:  John Anthamatten announced they had received a $260,000 grant to expand the railroad as well 
as other projects at the park. John says they are 99.999 complete.  They have laid 1 ½ mile of track, built the new 
station/museum, kids playground, walking/jogging path, 250 foot bridge through the wetlands, gazebo near the museum, electric 
score board, remodeled the restrooms, and added a gate across the paved road to lock up at night. 
 
May 2nd will be the grand opening and they hope to have all 3 trains running (coal, diesel & steam).  There will be a dedication 
ceremony.  Big thanks went to the retired Sheriff for sending prisoners to build the bridge which only took one week with their 
help. 
 
May 9th is a free run day from 10am to 3pm, and the second Saturday of each month is a free run day.  The fee for parties is 
$25 for the small loop (4 trips) and $35 for the large loop (2 trips).  You can e-mail John Anthamatten for more information. 
 
Switching Layout:  No report. 
 
Good of the Group Comments: Mr. Bob Moody has found some belts with railroad designs.  Anyone interested in a nice belt 
please contact him.  They are $16.05 each. 
 
Eric announced the grand opening for Hobbytown’s new location went very well.  He thanked the “steamers” (Tallahassee Live 
Steamers) and Larry Benson for all their help. 
 
John thanked all BBMRA members for their support in his time of need. 
 
Antique Car Museum Update: June 6th will be the 1 year celebration at the Museum.  Charlene says this will be the last 
reschedule. The reason for all the reschedules has been because they want some of the children attractions such as Coo-Coo 
the clown and there have been scheduling conflicts.  May 2nd they would like us to run all day due to the MG car show.  Sign-up 
sheets were passed around. {Any one interested in running trains please contact John Sullenberger. We really need more 
participation,} 
 
Program: Drew Hackmeyer did a really great presentation on (DCC) digital command control.  His primary themes were: 
Introduction to DCC – what is it and why should I care?  What can I do with DCC and the new (?) way to control your trains? 
 
Next Meeting : The next meeting will be at 7:30p.m., Tuesday, May 19, 2009, at the Old Antique Car Museum.  Dinner will be 
catered for $6.50 at 6:30p.m.  Please contact John Sullenberger if you plan to eat dinner so he can give the caterer a headcount. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:40p.m.  Respectfully submitted, Lyn Heath, Secretary  

 
Hobbytown USA now at 1812 Thomasville Road 
Hobbytown USA has moved to the Capital Plaza at 1812 Thomasville Road.  The Capital Plaza contains Beef O’Bradys’, 
Tuesday Morning, a Sherwin-Williams paint store and the Red Elephant and is directly across from the Miracle Theaters. 
 
The store’s hours are: Monday thru Saturday, 10 am to 8 pm and Sunday from 12 noon to 5 pm.  Their telephone number 
remains the same: (850) 671-2030 
 

 



Tornadoes and Jimmy Carter Greet SAM Riders by Larry Benson 
It was a weekend to remember:  Tornadoes storming through central Georgia and shaking hands with former President Jimmy 
Carter. 
 
Thirty-nine members of Tallahassee Region of the 
American Automobile Club of America (TR-AACA) 
journeyed to Cordele to spend the night on Friday, 
April 10th so we could catch the early departure on 
SAM Shortline the next morning to Plains for a car 
show.  
 
Of course, Bill and Peggy O’Rourke, who are 
members of the Tallahassee car club and the model 
railroad club, had expertly planned our journey and 
train ride ahead of time.  What they hadn’t planned for, 
nor could anyone expect, was severe weather 
including tornadoes that threatened the area 
surrounding Cordele.  Emergency sirens warning 
people to take shelter kept a lot of us awake.  We 
wondered if the motel where we were staying could “weather” the 135 plus mph winds that accompany tornadoes.  We thought 

SAM Shortline was departing during the night 
because a tornado passed over Cordele roaring like 
the proverbial freight train.   As it turned out, one 
tornado did touch down about 10 miles west of 
Cordele uprooting hundreds of huge pecan trees and 
dropping three giant pines atop a farm house. 
 
The car show in Plains, where some really nice autos 
were displayed, was one attraction.  The other was 
presentation of trophies to car show winners by the 
39th U. S. President, Jimmy Carter.  He strolled down 
Main Street working the crowd as politicians are 
known to do shaking hands and greeting people.  
Police and Secret Service officers were escorting 
him through the throng.  When President Carter 

walked up to me, I asked if I could shake his hand and he said “yes, certainly”.  
So, we shook hands.  His grip was surprisingly strong for a man in his late 80s.  
He was most gracious to everyone, smiling and welcoming visitors to his home 
town.   
 
The ride on SAM Shortline was enjoyable, as always although the train was 
forced to stop three times while road crews cleared power lines and trees that 
had fallen across the tracks.  Wearing fresh blue and yellow paint, a Heart of 
Georgia (HOG) diesel was on the head end going to Plains and a Canadian 
National (CN) diesel in red and gray livery provided power back to the depot in 
Cordele.  
 
Four member couples of TR-AACA who are also members of Big Bend Model 
Railroad Association (BBMRA) were among the 39 who rode the train.  They 
were:  Bill and Nancy Thompson, Ed and E’Lane Shuler, the O’Rourkes and the 
Bensons. 
 
It was either my fourth or fifth time on SAM Shortline – I’ve lost “track” (pun intended).  But I’ll be ready to ride again at the next 
opportunity.  
 
This article was also published in the May issue of The Chassee, the journal of TR-AACA.  
 

 



 


