
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BBMRA SCHEDULE / TIMETABLE      
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Apr 8 
 
 
 
 

Apr 9 
 
 
 
 

Apr 10 
 
 
 
 

Apr 11 
 
 
 
 

Apr 12 
 
 
 
 

Apr 13 
 
 
 
 

Apr 14 
 
 
 
 

Apr 15 
 
 
 
 

Apr 16 
 
 
 
 

Apr 17 
Meeting 
7:30 to 10 pm 
Conference Room 
FIC Building 

Apr 18 
 
 
 
 

Apr 19 
 
 
 
 

Apr 20 
 
 
 
 

Apr 21 
 
 
 
 

Apr 22 
 
 
 
 

Apr 23 
 
 
 
 

Apr 24 
 
 
 
 

Apr 25 
 
 
 
 

Apr 26 
 
 
 
 

Apr 27 
 
 
 
 

Apr 28 
 
 
 
 

Apr 29 
 
 
 
 

Apr 30 
 
 
 
 

May 1 
 
 
 
 

May 2 
 
 
 
 

May 3 
 
 
 
 

May 4 
 
 
 
 

May 5 
 
 
 
 

May 6 
 
 
 
 

May 7 
 
 
 
 

May 8 
 
 
 
 

May 9 
 
 
 
 

May 10 
 
 
 
 

May 11 
 
 
 
 

May 12 
 
 
 
 

May 13 
 
 
 
 

May 14 
 
 
 
 

May 15 
Meeting 
7:30 to 10 pm 
Community Room 
Myers Park 

May 16 
 
 
 
 

May 17 
 
 
 
 

May 18 
 
 
 
 

May 19 
 
 
 
 

 

 

THE LANTERN 
Big Bend Model Railroad Association Volume 6, Number 4 April 2001 

 

Bits and Pieces: Elks Club Format Could Change 
By Sam Miller, BBMRA President 
 
We hope to use every inch of space at the Elks Club July 21 for our annual model train show and sale. 
 
We will continue to explore other locations for our show in the future - although many of you are telling me you would be 
concerned that some of our regular attendees would have trouble finding us in a new spot.  For this year, we remain at the 
Elks Club, but we want to see if there isn't a bit more space available than in previous shows. 
 
Sim Dekle says it is common at other shows for vendors and layouts to be in hallways and rooms that are off of the main 
exhibition hall.  BBMRA show coordinator John Sullenberger is meeting with the Elks Club folks to see if we can use the 
dining room, the foyer and hallway. 
 
John has sold all of the vendor tables available in the Elks Club's ballroom and he could sell more.  We also could use 
additional room for BBMRA club activities. 
 
 

Garage Sale Was Lots of Fun (see related article inside) 
Our model railroad garage sale April 7 was a lot of fun and a success.  A dozen club members set up tables.  We also had 
vendors representing Tallahassee's O-27 club.  No one made a killing, but I think all of us sold something.  And we got to 
buy from each other.  I went away with more stuff than I had going into the garage sale, but I think that is how it is 
supposed to work. 
 
BBMRA will have a vendor's table at the Elks Club show. So if you didn't get sell everything you wanted to at the garage 
sale, set it aside until this summer.  
 
 

Internet Site Should Open Soon 
Mike Webb has been working on the BBMRA's new Internet site for several months and it should open up soon, perhaps 
in May.  Contact Mike if you have material or ideas for the home page. 
 
 

History of Model Railroading in Tallahassee 
I am working on a history of model railroading in Tallahassee, including BBMRA.  I need the old-timers in our hobby to 
provide whatever information they have, including clips from the Tallahassee Democrat and other publications.  I also am 
looking for photographs of model train layouts in Tallahassee over the years. 
 
 

Kiwanis Presentation on Model Railroading 
Four of us from the BBMRA are in the Tallahassee Kiwanis Club and we will be making a special presentation to the club 
on model railroading Tuesday, May 8th.  This civic-minded, model railroading bunch includes me, Vernon Parramore, Jeff 
Crew and Harold Odom.  Dave Kerns will be helping in the presentation and will bring O-27 and G Gauge equipment. 
 
Join us for this special model railroading program if you can.  It will be at noon on the 8th at Capital City Country Club.  
We also would be happy to have any of you become Kiwanis Club members.  This is one of Tallahassee's largest, oldest 
and most active civic clubs. 

 



Program: “How to scratch build a structure for under $4” 
Sim Dekle to Speak at April 17th BBMRA Meeting 
Sim Dekle, who recently renewed his membership in BBMRA (and we welcome him back) is to be our speaker at the April 
17th meeting at 7:30 p.m. at the Florida Insurance Council building.  Sim will discuss his techniques on “how to scratch 
build a structure for under $4.”  He will also bring some of his scratch-built handy-work for display. 

 
Program Committee needs your suggestions by Larry Benson - Veep 
President Sam Miller has asked me to work with the Program Committee to identify the kinds of programs BBMRA 
members want at our monthly meetings.  We have had some excellent presentations, talks, demonstrations and films over 
the years and we want to continue bringing interesting and educational programs to our members.   
 
We are currently working on scheduling a local freelance author who writes for a rail travel magazine; a local CSX official; 
presentations from members of other train clubs in Tallahassee; inviting someone from the Thomasville Rail Road Club to 
visit us and talk at one of our meetings; hosting the District NMRA Coordinator for our district of Florida; listening to 
experiences by a member of the Retired Engineers and Employees organization, plus more talks by members of BBMRA. 
But, we need lots of suggestions for programs, so please contact one of the following Committee members and let 
him/her know what you would like to hear about and see at some future meeting.  We’ll do our best to schedule a 
knowledgeable speaker for a presentation. 
 
Members of the Program Committee are Joe Haley (386-1874), Sandy Scott (576-4822), Dan King (668-7707), John 
Sullenberger (562-5137) or me (877-7001).  So if you have suggestions, or could benefit from a presentation about 
something that’s bugging you or holding back the development of your layout, let one of the members of the Committee 
know.  We’re anxious to hear from you. 
 

 
 
“Garage Sale” a Success by John Sullenberger 
The BBMRA would like to thank the following members for showing up at our “Garage Sale.”  From the BBMRA: Sim 
Dekle, Terry Hagne, Dave Kerns, Fred Martin, Sam Miller, Harold Odom, Ed Olson, Vernon Parramore, Karl Rehbaum, 
Jeremy Shaw, Rodney Smith, John & Thomas Sullenberger, Eric Taylor, Tracy Wald & David White.  From the Gulf Coast 
Limited Modular Railroad: John Bower, Ken Brock, Bill Dillon, Richard Duncan & Bob Kauzlarich. 
 
The BBMRA wants to thank and applaud Roy Mantooth for making the trip from Ft. Myers to Tallahassee to attend the 
Sale.  It’s always good when former members continue to participate in our activities and it was great to see him again. 
 
Thanks also to Karl for his assistance with the Sale.  He acquired the East Hill Baptist Church gym for our use and 
oversaw the basic operation of the “Sale.” 
 
"The LANTERN" is the official publication of the BIG BEND MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION, INC. and is published monthly just prior to each 
regularly scheduled meeting.  Subscriptions are included in all members' dues.  The deadline to submit materials for publication is the fifth (unless 
otherwise noted) day of each month sent in c/o Secretary/Editor, P.O. Box 3392, Tallahassee, FL 32315-3392. 

Gauge vs. Scale: Scale is not the same as Gauge: 
Simply put, scale is the size of a model in proportion to the prototype. 
 

Gauge: Over a hundred years ago, railroads set standards for the width of track to allow for the exchange of cars 
between railroad companies and to accommodate cross-country travel.  This width, measured between the railheads, is 
called the gauge.  In North America, the standard track gauge of real railroads is 4' - 8 1/2". 
 

Narrow Gauge: Narrow gauge track is exactly what it sounds like.  The railheads are closer together than standard gauge 
track.  In the real world, narrow gauge track is typically used for industrial applications and in areas where conditions 
prohibit the construction and operation of standard gauge railroads.  You'll frequently find narrow gauge track used in 
mining and logging operations.  A small letter "n" and numerals that follow the scale letter indicate narrow gauge track.  
On30, for example, indicates an O scale model running on a narrow gauge track that is a scale 30 inches wide (versus the 
standard 4'-8 1/2").  Similarly, On3 track is a scale 3 feet wide. 
 
F Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:20.3 - the F Scale models are 20.3 times smaller than the real thing. 
 

G Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:22.5 - the G Scale models are 22.5 times smaller than the real thing. 
 
#1 Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:32 - the #1 Scale models are 32 times smaller than the real thing. 
 

O Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:48 - the O Scale models are 48 times smaller than the real thing. 
 

HO Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:87 - the HO Scale models are 87 times smaller than the real thing. 
 
N Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:160 - the N Scale models are 160 times smaller than the real thing. 
 

Z Scale models have a proportionate size of 1:220 - the Z Scale models are 220 times smaller than the real thing. 

 
 

Is anyone interested in hosting a “stop” on our next Layout Tour?  If so, contact John Sullenberger (410-8425). 


